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I'm a police chief. I know about use of force 
And recent data about 
police behavior tells 
a different story than 
many believe. 

By Louis M. Dekmar 

Contrary to the narrative and 
beliefs of some, and the seem
ingly numerous news accounts, 
in Georgia, the application of 
force by police is infrequent and 
police use of deadly force rare. 

Recently, the Georgia Associ

But in the recent past, and to 
the public safety Jetriment of 
many communities, some legis· 
lative initiatives, funding deci
sions and the erosion of vocal 
political support surround-
ing the police have been preju
diced by loud voices, not ratio
nal ones. The consequence to 
those jurisdictions that placed 
community activists' demands 
two years ago of reimagin-

ation of Chiefs 
of Police 
(GACP) gath
ered detailed 
information 
from 254 par
ticipating 

During this period of intense and appropriate police scrutiny, it is critical that policymakers and those 
charged with informing the public place a premium on context and data, the author writes. FILE 

ing the police over sound pub
lic safety policy are now liter
ally paying the price in record 
numbers of police officer 
retirements and resignations 
and record violent crime rates. 

The financial costs to 
1hosejurisdictions shows in 
increased pay and record 
"sign-on" bonuses of$30,000 
to generate police officer appli
cants for cities that reacted to 
noise, and not evidence. 

Dekmar law enforce
ment agencies 
that provided 
police ser-

vices to 7,675,301 of Georgia's 
10,711,908 citizens in 2021. 

crime and everything to do 
with some form of social ser
vices, which if not handled 
properly impacts public safety 
and crime. 

Police actions in most cases 
involve mediation, de-escala
tion, problem-solving, medical 
emergencies (such as use of Nar
tan, tourn.iquets, AEDs or CPR), 
welfare checks and referrals to 
other community resources. 

tacts and calls for service. The 
nature of less-lethal force used 
includes an,1 bars, take-downs, 
leg sweeps, OC (pepper) spray, 
baton and Electronic Con 
trolled Weapons ('l'aser). The 
application of these tools or 
techniques comprised over 
98% of the incidents involving 
use of force between the police 
and an arres1ee. 

were killed by faw enforcement, 
or one in about every 145,000 
citizen contacts or .0007% of all 
contacts. These were interac
tions that include dynamic situ 
ations involving those attected 
by mental illness, substance 
abuse, emotionally charged 
domestic assaulls, criminal 
!:fdnb'S, carjackings, robberies 
and any number of difficult peo
ple in critical and highly vola
tile situations. In that same year, 
according to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI), 7 Georgia 
law enforcement officers \Vere 
!ailed in the line of duty. 

The cosl'> to communities in 
lost and damaged lives is incal· 
culable. 

In 2021, according to the 
data, IG,190 law enforcement 
uffa:ers had more than 8 mil
lion documented contacts with 
citizens, which includes more 
than 2 million traffic-related 
calls such as vehicle accidents 
and traffic stops. 

Enforcement of the law 
which re.'illlt in an arrest is 
the exception in citizen-police 
interactions, while service is 
the rnle. 

Less than 3% of all police-cit· 
izen encounters, 229,555, 
resulted in a custodial arrest. 
What many fail to appreciate, 
but all police officers under
stand, is the bulk of om police 
responses and citizen con
tacts have very little to do with 

GACP data found that in sit
uations where an arrest was 
warranted, force was applied 
in 9,905 instances, or 4.32% 
of the time and in less than 
0.12%ofall police/citizen con-

Officer-involved shootings, 
which gamer significant media 
coverage and social media 
exchanges, occurred in a frac
tion of those cases. Some 142 
such incidents were reported 
by agencies providing data. In 
2021, the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation (GB!), which inves
tigates all police-involved shoot
ings statewide except for one 
agency, reported 55 persons 

Dw-ing this period of intense 
and appropriate police scru
tiny, it is critical chat policy· 
makers and those charged with 
informing the public place a 
premium on context and data. 

Competitive salaries alone 
will not auract police appli
cants committed to serving 
their communities, or increase 
the public's safety. Thoughtful 
local and state leadership and 
sound legislation supported by 
data and research will appeal 
to those who want to join the 
ranks of police service. ln the 
area of police use of force, 
facts frequently contradict 
some common narratives. 

Louis M. Dekmar is chief of the 
LaGrange Police Department 

BALANCED VIEWS 
FROM THE LEFT FROM THERIGHT 

Despite stand onJan. 6, Pence Autocracy doesn't have to 
shows himself to be spineless be America's mortal enemy 

Charles M. Blow 
He writes for 
the New York Times. 

There is one thing about 
Mike Pence: He shows him
self to be a spineless wea
sel every chance he gets. 

Pence recently said in 
a speech that he would 
"consider" testifying 
before theJan. 6 commit
tee if summoned. What 
does that mean? They 
want to talk to him, and 
he knows it. 

Ts he fishing for a sub
poena so it wouJd look as 
if he had been compelled? 
Is he simply muddying the 
waters? It's always hard 
to tell with Pence. People 
with unclear convictions 
are doomed to communi
cate unclearly. 

In January 2021, a mob 
went to the Capitol and 
threatened the life of 
Pence. Rioters yelled, 
'"Hang J\.Iikc Pence!" A 
gallows was erected. He 
barely escaped the rioters. 

And yeL this man is still 
so caught up in the poli· 
tics of not wanting to run 
a!Oul of Donald Trump's 
cult that he treads lightly 
in many ofhis comments 
about the fom1er president 
and that horrible day. 

The public is left to 
parse oblique phrases as 
Pence attempts to put a 
little distance between 
himself and Trump with
out truly turning on him. 

) 

Pence seems to be under 
some delu�ion that he has 
a chance at being elected 
president. In what world? 
Trump's cult still hates 
him, and no Democrnts 
worth their salt would 
cross over to vote for him. 

Maybe he is holding out 
hope that one of Trump's 
many scandals will do in 
the fonner president. But 
even in that case, Trump 
2.0, Ron Desantis, will be 
there to take up the mantle. 

Maybe Pence believes 
that there are enough old
school, mainline Republi
cans silently sulking in the 
wings, waiting for a more 
traditional Republican like 
him to step in, someone 
who has touched the hem 
of the garment but has not 
put on the straitjacket. 

This is, of course, a fan
tasy inflated by blind 
ambition. 

Almost no one wants 
a President Pence. He 
doesn't have a lane or 
much of a chance. He's a 
horrible politician. 

While Trump was con
sidering Pence for the 
vice-presidential slot 
in 2016, CNN reported, 
"Removing Pence from 
the governor's race, sev� 
era! senior Indiana Repub
lican officials, aides and 
operatives said, would 
allow the state GOP to 
escape from the turmoil of 
years of social battles over 
same-sex marriage and 
religious freedom." 

Trump, a thrice-mar
ried showoff ,vith no real 
religious identity, needed 
Pence in 2016 to help reas
sure Republicans. Trump 
was, after all, the guy 
who said the Bible was his 

The editorial page offers the AJC editorial board's insight 
and opinion on issues important to our community. It's a key 
part of our forum where different viewpoints are represented. 
The board's mission Is to be a catalyst for discussion and 
solutions-oriented community action to better both the 
Atlanta area and Georgia. 

favorite book but struggled 
to name a favorite verse. 

\.Vhen Trump chose 
Pence as his running 
mate, he was giving him 
a role he could handle. 
Pence would be Trump's 
religious shield: upright, 
simple and obsequious. 
Pence needeJ only to gush 
at Trump in public like a 
teenager in love.Job done. 

For four years, Pence 
would laud and applaud 
the boss, loyal as a lap 
dog. 

Then Pence realized 
,vhat others already knew: 
With Trump, all relation
ships are transactional and 
loyalty isn't reciprocal. 

Pence, the supposed 
religious man, had 
shielded and excw;ed 
all manner of dishonest 
and immoral behavior by 
Trump, only to be on the 
receiving end of Trump's 
ire. But still, Pence can't 
fully confess to the wrong 
that he himself wrought. 

Yes, Pence did the right 
thing on Jan. 6, hut that 
doesn't change the fact 
that up until then, he car
ried himself like a coward. 

Tfl had ever held Pence 
in high regard, I would say 
that r was dis..tppointed in 
him. But I never did. 

Pat Buchanan 
He writesfor 
Creators Syndicate 

In the aftermath of Rus
sia's invasion of Ukraine, 
President Joe Bi den 
declared to the nation and 
world: "We are engaged 
anew in a great battle for 
freedom. A battle between 
democracy and autoc
racy." 

On her trip to Taiwan, 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
echoed Biden: �Today, 
the world faces a choice 
between democracy and 
autocracy. America's 
determination to preserve 
democracy here in Taiwan 
and in the world remains 
iron-dad." 

But is this truly the 
world struggle America is 
in today? 

Are autocracy and 
Jemucracy in a climac
tic ideological crusade to 
dctennine the destiny of 
mankind? 

.For if that is the future, 
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il is surely nol America's 
pa�t. 

Tndeed, in the two-cen
tury rise of the United 
States to world preemi
nence and power, auto
cral'> have proven invalu
able allies. 

When the fate of the 
Revolution hung in the 
balance in 1778, the deci
sion of an autocratic 
French king to enter the 
war on America's side 
elated Gen. George Wash
ington, and French inter
vention proved decisive in 
the 1781 Battle of Yorktown 
that secured our indepen
dence. 

ln World War I in 1918, 
the U.S. sent millions 
of troops into battle in 
France. They proved deci
sive in the victory over the 
Kaiser's Germany. 

Our allies in that Great 
\\'ar? 

The British, French, 
Russian, ltalian and Japa
nese empires, the greatest 
imperial and colonial pow
ers of that day. 

In our war with Japan 
from 1941 to 1945, our 
foremost Asian ally was 
the autocrat Generalis
simo Chiang Kai-Shek of 
China. 

ln our war with Hitler's 
Germany, America's cru
cial ally who did more 
lighting than any other co 
ensure victory, the USSR's 
Joseph Stalin, was the 
greatest tyrant of his age. 

During four decades of 
Cold War before the col
lapse and brealn1p of tl1e 
Sm-iet Empire and Soviet 
Union, autor.:rats were 
allies of the united States. 
During that Cold War, 
India was the ,vorld's larg-

est democracy and sided 
most often with Commu
nist Russia rather than the 
United States. Autocratic 
Pakistan was our ally. 

Across the Arab and 
Muslim world during the 
Cold War, many of our 
foremost friend<; and allies 
were kings, emirs and sul· 
tans - autocrats a.II. 

This recitation is not to 
argue that autocracy is 
superior to democracy, 
but ro demonstrate that 
the internal politics of for
eign lands, especially in 
wartime, have rarely been 
America's primary con
cern. 

The crucial question, 
and rightly so, is USU· 
ally this: Is this autocrat 
enlisted in the same cause 
as we, and fighting along
side us? If so, the autocrat 
has almost always been 
welcome. 

And there is a histor
ical question about the 
Riden-Pelosi description 
of the global struggle for 
the future between autoc
racy and democracy. 

When did the internal 
political arrangements of 
foreign nations - there are 
194 now - become a pri
mary concern of a country 
whose Founding Fathers 
wanted it co stay out of 
foreign quarrels and for
eign wars? 

America "goes not 
abroad in search of mon
sters to destroy," said Sec
retary of State John Quincy 
Adams. MShe is the well
wisher to the freedom and 
independence of all. She is 
the champion and vindica
tor only of her own." 

And so it once was, long 
ago. 
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